Homily 10.18.25 Mother Alice
“Pray Always and Do Not Lose Heart”

In today’s Gospel,
Jesus tells a parable about a widow
who simply refuses to give up.

Day after day, she comes before a judge who
“neither fears God nor respects any person.”
She doesn’t have power or influence,

but she has perseverance.

She keeps showing up.
She keeps asking.

And finally, the unjust judge responds—
not out of compassion,
but because he’s worn out by her persistence!

Jesus says, “If even this unjust judge finally listens,
how much more will your heavenly Father listen to you?”

At its heart, this story isn’t about
nagging God until we get what we want—
it’s about not giving up on coming to God when the
answers seem slow to come. It’s about a faith that
endures. We are reminded by Jesus today...

Pray Always, Do Not Lose Heart!
We see the same lesson in our first reading,



from the Book of Exodus.

Israel is in battle with Amalek.

As long as,

Moses keeps his hands raised in prayer,
the Israelites do well.

But when Mose’s arms grow weary and fall,
things get worse.

So what happens?

Moses’ brother Aaron and a respected elder, Hur,
find a stone for Moses to sit on.

They each take a hand and hold it up until sunset.
And through that shared strength,
the people of God prevail.

That image is powerful:

Moses, exhausted, but refusing to give up.

Aaron and Hur, who help him keep praying

when he can’t do it alone.

Together, Moses, Aaron and Hur

represent the power of community and shared faith.
It’s a picture of the Church—

of what it means to belong to the Body of Christ.

When one of us grows weary,
others come alongside and lift us up.



When your faith falters,

someone else’s faith carries you for a while.
And someday, you will be the one holding up
someone else’s hands. We are reminded:

Pray Always, Do Not Lose Heart!

St. Paul reminds Timothy of this same steady endurance.
“You must remain faithful,” he writes,

“to what you have learned and believed.”

Paul knows the Christian life can be tiring.

There are seasons when prayer feels dry,

when justice seems slow,

when the world feels dark.

But Paul tells Timothy: Stay faithful.

Remember what you’ve seen and what you know is true.
Keep proclaiming the Word—

whether the time seems favorable or not.

Put all of this together—the widow, Moses, and Timothy—
and a pattern emerges:

Faith is not about never getting tired.

Faith is about not giving up.



Pray Always, Do Not Lose Heart!

When we pray and don’t see results right away,
we can feel like God isn’t listening.

But Jesus is saying, Don’t lose heart.

Keep your hands lifted like Moses.

Let others help you hold them up if you must.

Keep showing up before God, like the widow did.
Keep rooted in what you have learned, like Timothy.
Because prayer isn’t only about changing the situation—
it’s about being changed ourselves.

Every time we pray,

even in silence,

even in weariness,

we open our hearts a little more

to God’s strength,

God’s timing,

and God’s faithfulness.

Pray Always, Do Not Lose Heart!

So today, the Lord is inviting us:
Pray continually. Don’t lose heart.



If your hands are heavy,
let our community hold them up with you.

If your heart is tired,

remember that Christ Himself

and the whole communion of saints

and all the holy ones who have gone before us
pray for you and with you.

And when you see someone else struggling,
be their Aaron, be their Hur—
hold them up until they can stand strong again.

In the end,

God does answer— always answers,

Maybe not always in the way or the hour we expect,
but always in love, and always at the right time.

May the God who hears our every prayer

strengthen our hearts to pray continually

and never lose heart;

May God continue to surround us with companions in faith
who lift us up when we grow weary;

and may our lives, bear witness to a faith that endures.
Amen.



